December 18, 2007  - For Immediate Release:  

Solar Electric System Installation - New Orleans - Ninth Ward - Solar Workforce Training for local ninth ward resident. 

Meridian Energy Systems of Austin, Texas will be installing a Solar Electric System on a new house in the lower ninth ward of New Orleans as part of the Global Green Holy Cross Project. 

Global Green, Louisiana CleanTech Network, and Meridian Energy Systems have partnered with Gal Can Electric to begin workforce training for Solar Energy Installers. 

Meridian Energy Systems asked Louisiana CleanTech Network to locate a qualified electrical contractor in the ninth ward who was interested in training its workers to become Solar Energy System Installers. Louisiana CleanTech Network (LCTN) is a New Orleans based non-profit with a mission to promote the growth of the Clean Technology industry in Louisiana. The LCTN is currently focused in the growth of the Solar Energy Industry and workforce development in the Greater New Orleans area as well as the rest of the state. 

LCTN contacted Allan Jones, owner of Gal Can Electric located on Lizardi St. in the Lower Ninth Ward in New Orleans.  Allan will be working with Meridian's Solar Energy installation crew this week to complete the 5kW Solar PV system on the Global Green house.   Allan's work on this Solar installation will mark the beginning of his Solar workforce training program that will include class room study as well. Once Allan's training is completed he will be able to apply for national Solar Installer Certification.  Meridian Energy Systems has three national certified installers on their company staff at this time.  

"The training of a local Solar Energy Installation workforce is something that we really need in New Orelans as our city has recently been named by the US Department of Energy as a Solar American City. This designation will open the door for many local jobs in the high paying and fast growing Solar Industry", says Stephen Shelton, Dir. of LCTN. "Also", Mr. Shelton said,  " Louisiana has recently passed a Tax Credit that will allow any home owner or apartment owner to receive 50% of the cost of a Solar Energy installation in the form of a refund on state taxes, from the State of Louisiana.  This Tax Credit goes into effect Jan 1,  2008 and will make Solar Energy affordable for state residents and provide high quality local jobs in every city of our state." 

For more information on how your company can participate in the Solar Industry training that LCTN is offering in New Orleans around the state , contact Stephen Shelton, Executive Director of LCTN at their website:  www.lacleantech.net.       
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